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FOR STANDING DEER WILSON 
AND ALL RIGHTEOUS 
OLD MEN AND WOMEN 


IN PRISON 


This is for the old ones 

the wise ones 

the grey heads 

the old legs 
that make it up out 

of the bunk 
stiff as that steel slab 
in the thin dusty light 
of another day. 


This is for the old ones 
the quiet ones 
the ones who know 
when to speak out 
and when to keep their own counsel 
Long, pain-filled lives, 
no perks 
ggabribes 
no easy jobs 
no cigars 
perfume 
brandy 
pizza 
or braised beef sandwiches 


This is for the old ones 
the plain ones 
without fancy metaphors 
or flashy alliteration 
the ones whose mail 
dwindles 
year by year 
the ones who wake up 
one cold prison morning 
to find that the young ones 


call them “Pops ™or “Grandma.” 


» This is for the ones 


nourished 
by their own muscle 
sinew 
soul 


this is for the steadfast 
This is a love poem 
for those 
so full of heart 


Laura Whitehorn. FCI Dublin 1998 





Happy Lesbian/ Gay PRIDE Day ! As always, thanks to 
LAGAI and OUT OF CONTROL for your consistent love 
and support. As you all march and dance through the 
streets; I am with you in spirit, celebrating our 
community.One day I will be in the DYKE MARCH !! 

But I wonder...do you look around and ask yourselves, 
“What exactly are we celebrating?” Our diversity? Our 
determination to love and be loved, despite all the obstacles 
we encounter? 

Can we also celebrate all the ee we each have 
waged for changes so desperately needed in our 
society...our attempts to right the wrongs we see around 
us...our efforts to make the world a better place in some small 
ways? Can we make Lesbian/Gay Pride Day a time to re- 
dedicate ourselves to WINNINGa world where racism and 
sexism no longer exist? Where people value life and libera- 
tion, co-operation and creativity? 

One more long year has passed for the political prisoners 
and the POW’s...another year with too many defeats and 
too few victories. This year we lost our warrior sister Merle 
Africa, a MOVE political prisoner who died after 20 years 
in Pennsylvania prisons...her only “crime” was surviving 
a police attack on her family and home. 

This year we also had the huge victory of Geronimo 


` JiJaga’ srelease after 27 years in California prisons.And, we 


can celebrate the success of Jericho’ 98, and the renewal of 
anation wide campaign to free all the political prisoners and 
POW’s. 

I urge all of you to dedicate some part of your creativity 
and energy tointensify the efforts to win our freedom. More 
than ever, we need to come home to rejoin our families and 
our communities...to march and dance in the Streets...to 
celebrate and struggle by your sides! | 


FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS & POW’S 
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TRIBE 8 - LYRICS TO 


“PRISON BLUES” 


Standin’ on the prison asembly line in my blue 
jeans with the orange patch on the leg, sewin’ the seam 
ona pair just like the ones I’m wearin’. They’re gonna 
send’em to Japan. I hear they sell for five hundred 
dollars there, and I’m thinkin’, mister, you got a real 
neat system here. You tryin’ to break me. You can’t 
break me. You can’t break someone you can’t even see. 
I never could get a job like on the outside. I tried, but 
I had to lie about how many kids I had just to get enough 
measly-ass welfare to feed two of ‘em mack’n’ cheese, 
‘til you busted me for welfare fraud, and suddenly 
there’s a million jobs for me and all my sisters, sewin’ 
seams on export prison-style jean, twenty-one cents an 
hour, and strangers to watch to my kids somewhere 
cryin’ momma. You tryin’ to break me. Youcan’t break 
me. You can’t break someone you can’t even see. So 
don’t count me lost, and don’t think I’m beat. I got tribe 
that ain't never givin’ up on me. And like Bob Marley 
say, it’s allabout the small axe cuttin’ down the big tree. 
Yeah, mister, you gota system, makin’ slaves of sisters. 
Everyday kiss of death, diss us by sayin’ it’s us pissin’ 
our lives away and not you. Well, mister, I'd watch by 
back for that small axe, if I was you. 

Tribe 8 is San Francisco’s favorite dyke punk band. In 
the jacket of their latest CD- Role Models For Amerika- 
they mention Out Of Control and send the message: 
"Remeber always that prisons are a true reflection of our ' 
society. If you are not a part of movement for positive Be ioe: 
change then you just have to take what they give you." 


ECOWARRIOR 


For the past six months an ecowarrior, called Butterfly has been athome atop a 1,000-year-old redwood. saa 


~ AKA Julia Hill, a24 year old Earth First activist has been tree=sitting since Dec. 10 protés ting clear-cutting by the Pacific 





Lumber Co.(owned by Houston-based junk bonder Charles Hurwitz). Butterfly has an eight member support crew who 
hike in supplies to her, bringing her food which she cooks for herself on her 180-ft.-high plywood platform. During the 
day Butterfly returns phone calls to the media, answers letters from supporters, writes poetry, and climbs through the 
tree’s branches for exercise. Despite harsh weather and efforts by the Pacific Lumber Co. to remove Butterfly, such as 
sleep disruption with air horns and flood lights, helicopters, chain saws to harvest around her, and 24-hour guards around 
the tree to cut off supplies from her support team, Butterfly stays strong. More power to you! 


“ERS HAVE NO NATIONAL 
a WHATSOEVER FOR HE ARTS 
IN ART OR 


SCIENCE It 





Ana Lucia Gelabert - April, '98, Texas State Prison - Gatesville 2 
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“With Baraldini ee ana 


In April, the US government rejected the Italian 
government’s fifth request, pursuant to the Strasbourg 
Convention, for the repatriation of US-held political 
prisoner Silvia Baraldini. Article 23 of that international 
treaty entitles countries which can’t reach an agreement 
to appeal to the Council of Europe for arbitration. The 
Italian government made such an appeal. ON JUNE 10", 
THECOUNCIL OFEUROPE’SCOMMITTEEON 
PENAL AFFAIRS UNANIMOUSLY VOTED TO 
SUPPORT THE RETURN OFSILVIA BARALDINITO 
ITALY. Thank you for your continued support. For 
more info contact: CRSBI 3543 18th Street #30 San 
Francisco, CA 94110 


ELLEN BARRY 


Congratulations Ellen for the honor of receiving one of 
this country’s most prestigious awards. A MacArthur 
Foundation “genius fellowship” award of $275,000 for 
being the director and managing attorney of LEGAL SER- 
VICES for PRISONERS with CHILDREN. Ellen has been 
doing this work for at least 20 years. She plans to use the 
fellowship to continue to educate the public about the 
conditions of women prisoners in california. Last December 
LSPC wona landmark settlement with the state department 
of corrections concerning the downright horrendous health 
care of female prisoners. Ellen is also currently working on 
the September ’98 Critical Resistance / Beyond the Prison 
Industrial Complex national conference to be held at UC 
Berkeley. 





* editor’s lil note: although there was a landmark settle- 
ment concerning women prisoner’s health care, the state 
has not suddenly decided to do what’s right and humane. 
Medical conditions are still unbelievably bad; especially 
for women with serious ongoing conditions, like seizures, 
sickle cell, AIDS etc. 








OUT OF TIME 


SURVEY ON LESBIANS AND BODY IMAGE 





One hundred and fourteen lesbians from across the U.S. and Canada completed questionnaires for a dissertation research on lesbians and body image. The average participant 
was Caucasian, had at least acollege education, was either a student or worked in a professional career, and earned $50,000 or less. Compared to women in the U.S. population, lesbians 
in this sample were more satisfied with their bodies, less preoccupied with their weight, less concerned with their overall appearance, less concerned about their physical health, and 
more vulnerable to physical illness, although a high percentage of lesbians in this sample felt relatively dissatisfied with their bodies. The less out lesbians were, the more dissatisfied 
they felt with their bodies, and the more preoccupied they were with their weight. In addition, lesbians who were more out tended to feel more physically healthy, and lesbians who 
were less out tended to feel more vulnerable to illness. Women who had stronger feelings of internalized homophobia tended to feel less satisfied with their bodies and more preoccupied 
with their wei ight. Finally, women who were more out tended to have less internalized homophobia, and women who were more closeted tended to have stron ger feelings of homophobia. 

Eight women who had completed the questionnaires were recontacted and invited to participate in an interview. In the interviews, women were first asked about their 
experiences with cultural and internalized homophobia. The women who were interviewed talked about a wide range of contexts where they experienced homophobia, including by 
strangers, by family members, at work, and with friends and acquaintances. A number of womenalso had to deal with oppression based on other factors, including race, class, ethnicity, 
and gender identity, which they experienced in mainstream culture and within the lesbian community. They mentioned arange of ways they felt they expressed feelings of internalized 





homophobia, suchas not coming out, not having sex, not spending time with other lesbians, nottalking aboutlesbianism around straight people, harboring feelings of guilt and betrayal, 
having difficulties in relationships, and obsessing about weight and physical appearance. The women who were interviewed were also asked about their feelings about their bodies. 
The vast majority felt unhappy with their bodies; they said they were too fat, too thin, unhealthy, and out of shape. They said that these feelings were influenced by their families, 
cultural factors, gender and sexual identity, dating and relationship issues, their age, feelings of low self-esteem, their class stauts, and issues of control and disempowerment. 


class status, and issues of control and 
Finally, most of the women felt that 
body dissatisfaction and weight preoc- 
cupation wereissues for lesbians but are 
rarelyopenly discussed, and they be- 
lieved that homophobia was a factor 
that influenced how lesbians feel about 
their bodies. 

“editor's little note: the conclusion we 
draw from this is ... don't get all caught 
up in what the mainstream tries to sell as 
acceptable body immage and be OUT if 
you're queer - then you have a better 
chance of feeling better about yourself. 
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- THE US INVASION OF 
PUERTO RICO 
DEMAND AMNESTY FOR 
PUERTORICAN 
PRISONERS OF WAR 
VIGIL: FRIDAY JULY 24th 12 PM: 
3630 PARK BLVD., OAKLAND 
MARCH: SAT. JULY 25th 12 PMN 
24th & MISSION, SAN FRAN. - 
MUSIC, THEATRE, SPEAKERS 
FOR MORE INFO: 510-841-9684 
COMITE ‘98 


CALL FOR POSTERS 

The Center for the Study of Political 
Graphics (CSPG) is looking for posters 
about political prisoners to be displayed 
in a traveling poster exhibition. 

This exhibition will focus on currently 
incarcerated. political prisoners in the 
u.s. (Puerto Rican POW’ s, New Afrikans, 
Native Americans, anti-imperialists, and 
others). It will also include some posters 
about past political prisoners and some 
_ from.other countries. 

The purpose of this exhibition is to 
raise public awareness about political ` 
prisoners. 

If you have any posters which you 
would like to donate, please contact: 
CSPG 
8124 West Third St., Suite 211 
Los Angeles, CA 90048-4309 
213-653-4662 
(Carol, Liz, Lisa)cspg @igc.apc.org or 
Eve Goldberg 310-664-0798 
emargaretg @aol.com 


ore 


ORupert Garcia, 1992/98 


PRISONS. SURVEILLANCE. PUNISHMENT. REPRESSION. 


JOIN US IN BUILDING A CAMPAIGN TO KESISIT THE EXPANSION OF IHE PUNISHMENT INDUSTRY 


CRITICAL RESISTANCE: 
BEYOND THE PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX 


A NATIONAL CONFERENCE AND STRATEGY SESSION 


SEPTEMBER 25-27, 1998 


AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT BERKELEY 


FOR MORE INFORMATION: Www .igc.org/justice/critical * critresistGaol.com 
Critical Resistance « PO Box 339 Berkeley, CA 94701 ° ph. (510) 643-2094 ° fax (510) 845-8816 





U.N. URGES U.S. TO BAN EXECUTIONS 


The application of the death penalty in the U.S. is tainted by racism, economic discrimination, 
politics and an excessive deference to victims’ rights, a U.N. human rights investigator reported 
yesterday, as he and a U.N. panel called for a worldwide moratorium on capital punishment. 

Bacre Waly Ndiaye, a lawyer and death penalty expert from Senegal, concluded in his 
54-page report that capital punishment as administered in the United States operates outside 
international standards, and in some instances, in violation of international law. 

He noted that the United States is one of only five countries to permit the execution 
of defendants who committed their crimes before they were 18, a violation of the international 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which the United States has signed. The others are Iran, 
Pakistan, Saudi. Arabia and Yemen. 

Few other industrial democracies retain the death penalty, and while executions are 
declining elsewhere around the world, they are on the rise in the U.S., even among juvenile 
defendants, the mentally impaired and women, Ndiaye reported. 

The report was released as the 53-member Commission on Human Rights, the U.N.’s principle 
human rights assembly, adopted for the second straight year a motion urging a moratorium on 
executions and calling for recision of capital punishment. The vote was 26 to 13, with 12 
abstentions. (San Francisco Chronicle Saturday, Apr 4, 1998) 
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_ see how you may help: Leonard 
Peltier Defense Committee,PO Box. 


LEONARD: 
PAROLE 
DENIED AGAIN 


In our last newsletter we 
wrote that Leonard Peltier was to have 
an interim parole hearing, postponed 
till May 1998, as he waits fora 
response to his petition for executive 
clemency. Despite all the hard work, 
the number of signatures, and the 60 
congressmen and women in support, 
Leonard Peltier’s parole was denied. 

For more information and to 


583, Lawrence KS 66044, 
wnw.unicom.net/peltier/index.html 


WARD VALLEY 
VICTORY 


Believe itornot! You...We...Us....did 
it! A determined coalition of Native 
Peoples and environmental activists 
has put a halt to the nuclear power 
industry’s plans to build an immense 
nuclear waste dump in the Mojave 
Desert.This is a big time environmen- 
tal victory as well as a huge step to- 
wards Native Peoples havin ng say Over 
their own land. 

It’s taken more than a decade of 
lawsuits, lobbying, and a3 month ’24- 
T' occupation of the Mojave’s Ward 
Valley to stop the feds and their Dept. 
of Interior. This has been the work of a 
new kind of coalition...led by Native 
People, motivated by a spiritual view 
of the land,armed with science,and 
informed by the no compromise media 
savvy tactics of Earth First. 

The continual principled defense of 
the land and its people forced the 
clinton gang to conclude that california 
“lacks authority and is ineligible to 


. purchase the land”. 


The Message: if people love the land 
enough, understand that withoutclean 
land there can be no clean human life 
and make a principled long term stand 
to save it, even governments and cor- 
porations can be stopped.... 

GOOD WORK!! 
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SEXUALABUSEAT VALLEY STATE PRISON 


San Francisco, June 8 — California Prison Focus today 
demanded a meeting with California Department of Correc- 
tions Director Cal Terhune to discuss charges of sexual 
harassment and abuse in the Security Housing Unit at 
Valley State Prison for Women in Chowchilla. Inalettersent 
to CDC Director Terhune, the prisoners’ advocacy group 
demanded an end to the intimidation and sexual abuse of 
women prisoners by staff. 

-~ Prompted by the receipt of letters and a group griev- 
ance from women prisoners outlining incidents of sexual 
harassment by prison staff, CPF made a preliminary inves- 
tigative trip to Valley State Prison on June 5. Interviews with 
ten women prisoners revealed multiple incidents of physi- 
cal, sexual and verbal abuse of women SHU prisoners by 
corrections officers. | 

“We are alarmed by reports of daily abuse and mis- 
treatment of women SHU prisoners,” said Michelle Foy, 
spokesperson for CPF’s Valley State Prison Committee. 
“This mistreatment, which includes sexual assault, im- 
proper touching, leering at women in showers, intimidation 
and constant verbal harassment must be stopped,’ Foy 
continued. 

“We are not the only organization concerned about 
the sexual abuse of women prisoners at Valley State,” 
commented Jake Davenport, Chairperson of the Valley 
State Prison Committee. On March 17, Javier Zuniga, 
Program Director of Amnesty International’s Americas 
Regional Program, wrote a letter to CDC Director Terhune 
requesting an investigation of the charges. According to 
Davenport, CPF is asking State Senator Richard Polanco’s 
Joint Committee on Prison Construction and Operations to 
investigate SHU conditions also. 

In their letter to Director Terhune, California Prison 
Focus called for the immediate removal of male corrections 
guards from the security housing unitat Valley State Prison 
for Women. “Removing male guards will not end all of the 
abuse but it would beastep inthe right direction,” said Erica 
Etelson, a National Lawyers’ Guild attorney who partici- 
pated in the CPF investigative visit. CPF also demands an 
end to the intimidation of the women prisoners whohave 
come forward to talk about this abuse. “Several of the 
women reported being threatened by correctional staff 
before our visit,” Etelson said. 

“California Prison Focus’ mission is to identify, moni- 
tor and end the human rights abuses that take place in 
California SHU prisons,” said Leslie DiBenedetto-Skopek, 
the editor of California Prison Focus’ newsletter, which 
contains several articles documenting SHU abuse at Valley 
State Prison. “We consider the human rights violations at 
Valley State Prison for Women just as serious as SHU 
violations at Pelican Bay and Corcoran state prisons. CPF 
seeks toclose all Security Housing Units,” the CPF spokes 


PRISONERS WITH HIV/AIDS 

The two prisons that provide the most negligent care 
for HIV+ prisoners in California are Corcoran state prison 
and the Central California Women’s Facility, both located 
in the central valley. Corcoran state prison and CCWF have 
both been under intense judicial and public scrutiny. 
Shumate v. Wilson, aclass action lawsuit filed on behalf of 
women prisoners with chronic and serious medical compli- 
cations at CCWE and the California Institution for Women 
was settled in August 1997 and certified by a federal 
magistrate in December 1997. The prisons are into the fifth 
month of a 16-month legal monitoring period. However, 
reports from the women inside clearly indicate that already 
poor medical care has taken a turn for the worse. Attorneys 
for the women prisoners are almost certain that the case will 
be returned to court for trial due to noncompliance by the 
prison administration. 

For women prisoners with HIV/AIDS, poor medical 
care is nothing new. For years, HIV care on C yard was left 
in the hands of a retired pediatrician with little or no 
knowledge of the disease. In fact, medical care for HIV+ 
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e Three Strikes 
e The Death Penalty 
e INS Raids 





akea Stand Against: 
Prison Shootings and Murder 
e Maxi Unit Brutality and Torture 
e Medical Neglect and Abuse 

ə Rape and Sexual Harassment 

e Growth of the Prison Stat 
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Northern California to Target Chowchilla Women's Prisons 
- THEN Statewide Final Rally at Corcoran State Prison 


Northern California 
Organizing Meeting: 
Thursday May.7, 7-9 pm. 


New College of California 
776 Valencia St., SF 


**Initiated by California Prison Focus** 


women has always been driven by fear of the disease. Early 
treatment was limited to high doses of AZT which many 
women rejected after their nails turned black and fell offdue 
to the toxicity of the drug. Activism and public pressure 
pushed the California Department of Corrections 

(CDC) to start an HIV peer education program at CCWF. 
Unfortunately, much of the program has been gutted 
over the past year. l 

Contrary to new federal guidelines, HIV+ women 

are being placed on two-drug AIDS treatment 
combination therapy and those that experience bad 
side effects are being told that if they don’t take 
their medications, they were.going to die. The 
prescription of a two-drug combination (such as AZT 
and 3TC) without a protease inhibitor (which is the 
more expensive and effective drug) goes against 
standards recently approved by the National 
Institutes of Health and the International AIDS 
Society - USA Panel. The two-drug combination 
without protease inhibitor has been found to lead to 
resistance to the new drugs thus rendering their use 
ineffective and damaging the health of the HIV+ 
patient. 

California Prison Focus’ HIV in Prison Committee has 
been investigating conditions for HIV+ prisoners in both 
CID units at Corcoran over the past year. Our visits 
there reveal that Corcoran cannot provide adequate 
care for prisoners with HIV/AIDS. Some of the prob- 
lems faced by HIV+ prisoners are: | 

Staffing shortages at CID Clinic; part-time 
physician for nearly 175 men 
Poor level of medical care; no follow-up or 
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© I would like to help organize the car caravan. 
© My organization would like to endorse. 

© Enclosed is my contribution of $ ; 
(Make checks payable to California Prison Focus) 














address : 






e-mail 


phone 


California Prison Focus, 2489 Mission St. #28, SF, CA 94110 
For more information call (510) 655-2931 





monitoring of blood work 

Acute care hospital is almost impossible to 
access to serious problems 

Little or no pain management for men with 
fullblown AIDS 

Unexplainable delays in receiving and refilling 
AIDS medications 

No peer education, pastoral care services or 
support groups 

Spider and rodent infestation in the living 
units 

Despite a legislative hearing that exposed the 
criminally negligent care at both Corcoran and the 
Central California Women’s Facility, and several 
deaths at both prisons, conditions have not 
improved for HIV+ prisoners. Of course, with the 
recent indictment of guards, Corcoran’s warden 
probably has his hands full with other matters. 
According to an HIV+ prisoner in the CID Unit at 
Corcoran, “lam convinced that the Warden now is 
much too busy running around the institution 
lecturing his guards of the ‘Code of Silence’ and 
fortifying the potential weak spots in connection with 
the federal prosecution. . . that he does not have 
time for issues regarding this building.” 

The newly formed HIV in Prison Committee (HIP) 
of California Prison Focus is devoted to exposing 
the poor medical care and abuse faced by prisoners 
with HIV/AIDS. We are an advocacy group for 
prisoners with HIV/AIDS. For more info: (510) 655- 
2931, California Prison Focus (HIP). 

(thanks to Judy Greenspan for articles this page) 


